Dangrosch ’s “Cyrano”’
N. Wins First Night Success

Crowded Metropolitan Opera House Makes a Gala
Performance of His Grand Opera in English—
Numerous Curtain Calls, Flowers in Profusion
and a Speech by the Composer—A Clever Bit

of Musical Joiner Work Built
Libretto by W. J. Henderson.

Upon a Strong

BY SYLVESTER RAWLING.

while carefully avolding the pilfall of

stronsly. 1 hope 1 have made |t -I'r---!
've  with the audlence.” More of
AWagker, perhinps, would have Leen ace
ceplable, but 1t was the poetry wnld
sentiment of which o made the most, |
In the duel with De Guiche, to his fm-
provised balind 1 touch as 1 end the
refrain,'” he was exeollent; but he was
better ln the serenade; and he was best
In the death reene, a really moving bit
of acting that held the audlence breaths-
e to the fall of the curtain,. His Eng-
lish would have been clearer If he had
not been afrald of it. Al that. it was
an Improvement on his exhibition at
the dress rehearsal, and It ls bound to
grow more perfect aa he gauins confl-
Aence. Mosi of his singing was realiy
beaulfil,

Frances Alda has never rlsen so high |
artistionlly an In her Roxanne, She was
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ja fine pecformance, Mr,
(he mecond act, s stiering thing Into | du ting
which Mr. ‘Damros-h has put some of —
e most effective writing. ' Juila Culp gave another sone reciial

After the third act, when Mr. Henders | 4° Aoillan Hall yesterdny  aftorioon
ron hind been brought before the curta'n : :::'.:Flu::'l:m:ul:;‘ ;;:“:‘;"r c:t“l‘nln.:llqlr: “!T:
with the others, Mr. Dimrosch sald, 0] giiient, Richard  Steauss,  Brahins,
response to calls for o speech, that the | gnd in old French and Lngllsh songs
iast mct wan the teat of an opera and If | Her accompanimenta were admirably
the audience wanted to hear him then

played by Coenraad V. Bos at the
he would respond. Apparentiy 1t Jdid,
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Broadway, 34th to 35th St.

plano.
and Mr. Damrosch mnade, ns was said
at the beginning of this article, an .ad-
mirable speschi, He pald graceful tribe-
ute to Mr. Henderson, to Mr. Oattls
Canansa, 1o Mr. Merix, to il dlngers
and to the men In the orchestra plt.
Then he said that, ns hie father, twen-
ty-seven years bafors, had had the
bonor of beginning the crusade whish
had emablished German opern In Amer-
fea. he hoped that his “Cyrano” might
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l‘letmpumug Opera House before a
capacity’ sudience that made the oc-
caslon a gala one. Mot slnee the
first night of Pucclinl's “The Girl of
the Golden West” has there hoen

foliowed by himeelf and others to the

higheat pinnncla of suocess,

A BRIEF REVIEW OF THE MAIN
PLOYT OF THE STORY.

8o many years have passnd

anece
Richard Mansnield presented the Rostand

Loty muay not be out of place  The

able,

Riccardo Martn dresasd Christlan
with the care that he always displava
in his costuming, and he acted wirh |
realistic offect. It may not be ukl1

not as pleasing aa It has been of late, |

FOR A MID-LENT MATINEE.
"Haenrel und Oretel” and “Pagtiaco!”
in double blil were presented mt & #pe-
ela! mid-Lent matines at the opera
Housa yesterday, The cast of Hamper-
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Gatti-Casazza was porsuadod to ap-
prar—a very rars thing. Tlwre were
Innumerable flowers sent np on the
stage, some In glmple bouquets and
othern in mormeous met pleces that
drew exclamnations of “Ah'" from
the women all over the house. Fin-

Aft : it v ;
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of the joyous nights at the Manhat-
tan Dpern House when Mr, Mam-

; ' lam Hinshaw, as Le Bret, was perfect, |
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Is not only w fne bit of lterature but,
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roscivs opern shall win the favor of the
punlie s iore than lkely, whatever the
learned and judiclous may think of it

y LITTLE HAS BEEN FORGOTTEN |

AND MUCH REMEMBERED,

Mr. Dameosch, through his long assos
clation with the oapera and concert
Blage, 's conversant with the worke of
most composers,  “Cyrano” shows that
he has fockotten little wod rememberod
much. In a recent inperviow Mr, Damie
rorch was quoted as suving that he was
ne lonter a hidebound adherent of
Wagner; bu! the Influsnce of the Master
sl affects him,
lation of haunting memoriea of "The
Nivelungen Ring" !s uncensclous, as Is
that of stralns from the oller com-
posers and of the moderns such s

No daubt the assimi. |

principal character, Cyrano de Bergerae,
it and soldier, philosopher and swag-
gerer, gallant and hers, Is cursed with
ah enornmmin nose, He 8 In love with
his cousla Roxanne, o beauty and a wit
it fears that his personal disfigure-
ment will maka hopeless the task of
winning her,

In him. that she loves Christlan, a new
reerult in his Gascony Cadets. Mence-

loves ®im only for the Intellect which
Is Cyrino's, not his, He golts himpelt
kled, and In a  battle follows

closure of thelr mutual love; but in the
opiéra My, IHenderson bringa about the
tending anly o few hours after the battle,
Mr. Gatt!<arazza has mounted Uy«
!ranu" sumptucusly and effectively. T'ha
interlor of the theatre in the Iotel de
Bourgogne, Raguenenu's pastry shop, a
'square 1 the old Morrals, Paris, and the
| ecamp before Arms. and a convent gar-
[den, the successive mcenes, ars  Wel
palntinl and set. The costumen are rich
and tasteful and the bearing of the
wetorn of old time courtliness, These,
| o doulst, had much to do in arousing
| the Intarest of last night's audience, a8
they Wil with suceeeding audiences, for
1lh'- opem, probably, will ba presented to
all the subscribers befors the season
Lendn,

| AMATO EFFECTIVE AS CYRANO;

It reveried 1o a certaln constietad and
piriden: quality that he showed at his |
earlier appearances at the Metropolitan, |
Putham Griewold was a handsome De |
Guiche, his singing admirable, his m-t-l
Ing distinguished, his English perfect.
Relsa added another character to his |
portralt kalleey with his Raguenenu and |

bake adagio” brought forth (rrosistible

Isughter. Aa to English diction, Wil |

Kreldler and Maurice Sapln,  Alfred
Hertas condueted with splondid authority

BOME. ]
THING FOR ENGLISH OPERA.

* Earlier n this review there should |
have been mentlon of the song and
chorus of "The Gascony Cadeta’ 1y
S ———————————————————————
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stella de Mette, lenora Sparkes and
Mto Gorite, But there wam another
conductor than Alfred Horte, who wan
remorving his strength for “Cyrano”™ in|
the evening. 1t was Hichard Hage-
mann, an assistant conductor, who le | [
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